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OPENING SONG
“Lift Every Voice and Sing”
Led by Brother Tom Zerafa, MCHR Board Vice-President

WELCOME
Brenda D. Bryant, MCHR Board President 

INVOCATION
Jesse Cox, MCHR Board Member

OPENING REMARKS
Cary McGehee, MCHR Chair

40 YEARS... TRIBUTE MESSAGE
Bishop Thomas Gumbleton 

STAFF EXCELLENCE RECOGNITION
Marge Sears, Former MCHR Program Coordinator

2021 FREEDOM TOUR
Chantelle S. Yancy, MCHR Program Director

2020 PRESENTATION OF HONOREES

Youth Activist Award - Michelle Martinez and Shimekia Nichols

Organizational Activist Award – UAW & Aramark Workers 

Lifetime Achievement Activist Award – Gloria Rivera, IHM 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER / CALL TO ACTION
Reverend Doctor Liz Theoharis, Poor People’s Campaign and Kairos Center

INVOCATION
Jesse Cox, MCHR Board Member

CLOSING SONG 
Poor People’s Campaign mantra, led by Kim Redigan, MCHR Board Vice-Chair 

PROGRAM ITINERARY



OUR MISSION The Michigan Coalition for Human Rights promotes 
awareness of, commitment to, and advocacy for human 
rights and environmental rights of planet Earth through 
education, community organization and action. MCHR 
opposes forces that suppress human dignity, freedom  
and justice – locally and around the world.

OUR HISTORY Founded in 1980, MCHR was an early supporter of the 
ultimately-successful BDS (boycott, divestment and 
sanctions) movement targeting South Africa’s apartheid 
policy, which segregated and discriminated against the 
country’s non-white majority for over 40 years.  Since 
then, MCHR has continued to educate, enlighten and 
advocate for human rights in Michigan and elsewhere 
through its educational programs, panel discussions,  
films and direct actions. MCHR may be best known for  
its unique Freedom Tour program which transforms  
the lives of Michigan teens by hosting them for two-week 
bus tours of the Deep South – and introducing them  
to the sites, monuments, leaders and history of the  
U.S. civil rights movement.

MCHR TODAY - 
& FOR THE 

FUTURE

For the future, MCHR will maintain its traditional focus  
on racism; economic and environmental injustice; 
inequalities in our immigration system and practices;  
and religious intolerance. From the investigation into 
Russian meddling in US elections to voter suppression  
to the killing of journalists and the police killings of young 
black men to corporate and political corruption, our 
democracy has been seriously under attack during  
the past year.  

Yet there have been signs of hope in the rising of young 
activists on climate change, gun control, police brutality 
and economic inequality. MCHR supports their efforts  
and is working with our allies to shed light on and find 
solutions for these issues and more.

The human rights struggle is more critical than ever. 
Accordingly, MCHR pledges to advocate and lead the  
fight with more relevancy and urgency than ever.

Michigan Coalition 
for Human Rights



Welcome to all of you who are virtually attending 
our 40th anniversary annual dinner for the Michigan 
Coalition for Human Rights (MCHR). Our organization 
has made tremendous strides over the last four  
decades here in the Metropolitan Detroit area,  
around the state of Michigan, nationally and  
indeed internationally.

Since the beginning of 2020, however, we have 
witnessed the compounding of a constitutional  
crisis within government, the advent of the worst  
public health disaster in more than a century and a 
drastic economic downturn where 62 million people 
have applied for unemployment benefits since March. 
In addition, the re-emergence of racial unrest stemming 
directly from the role of law-enforcement and armed 
vigilantes has prompted mass demonstrations and  
even violence in the streets not experienced in decades.

Although this year is not yet completed, we have 
monumental challenges to address in the efforts  
to eliminate the inevitable growth in poverty, to 
recognize and enhance the dignity of the individual  
and community and to achieve the restoration of 
democracy in the country. These efforts are essential  
in the realization of genuine socio-economic justice  
both inside the state, around the nation and the world.

MCHR has maintained its opposition to the 
disenfranchisement and dis-empowerment of the 
people of Michigan through the failure of relevant 
agencies to guarantee the right to vote. Not only  
should we have the right to the franchise, we need 
guarantees that our ballots are counted and tabulated 
properly. The public pronouncements from the present 
administration in Washington indicates that if the results 
of the November election does not go in their favor,  
they will vigorously seeks to remain in office utilizing  
the Senate and the Supreme Court to endorse what 
could be a rigged outcome.

In Detroit and in the state, we have lost approximately 
7,000 people to the COVID-19 pandemic which has 
disproportionately impacted African Americans and  
other communities of color. Our deepest condolences 
go out to the families and friends of those who 

By Abayomi Azikiwe
Board Member, MCHR

Abayomi Azikiwe

MCHR Has a Critical Role to Play  
in These Unprecedented Times

have been so gravely affected by the pandemic. The 
response of the federal government and the corporate 
community has not been enough to provide the much 
needed support related to household income, the right 
to housing, water, environmental justice and quality 
education as well as security from brutality  
and repression.  

Working families and the poor are on the brink  
of a cataclysmic phenomenon due to the impending 
evictions and foreclosure stemming from the economic 
crisis. On a national level, the Congressional gridlock 
has deprived hundreds of millions from receiving the 
necessary assistance for maintaining their livelihoods 
and social stability.

Wars and threats of war continue involving the U.S.  
and Russia, Afghanistan, Syria, Iran, Palestine and Israel, 
Somalia, Korea, Colombia, China, Venezuela and other 
countries. The costs of U.S. involvement in these wars, 
now approaching $1 trillion annually, is continuing to 
negatively impact the social fabric of our cities and 
towns across the nation.

Consequently, MCHR will maintain its vigilance in 
providing a platform for people to speak out against 
all forms of inequality and human rights violations. 
Bringing together people from a diverse philosophical 
and religious spectrum is an important step in creating 
the just society under which we aspire to live.

Please continue to support MCHR and we urge everyone 
here to become of member of this important and 
relevant organization.



BEACON OF FREEDOM 
Pitt, McGehee, Palmer, Bonanni & Rivers, PC

TORCH BEARER 
Barry and Ann Waldman

Michigan Roundtable for Diversity & Inclusion 

LEGACY BUILDER 
Buck Dinner

Cary S. McGehee, Esq

Papista & Papista, PLC

Poala Seidel & Family 

Edwin Rowe and Nida Donar

BRIDGE BUILDER

Bishop Thomas Gumbleton

Charlie and Marge Sears

Detroit Catholic Pastoral Alliance

Episcopal Diocese of Michigan

Gesu Church

Goodman Hurwitz & James, P.C

Gray Panther’s

Great Lakes Bioneers of Detroit

Peace Action of MI

Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
(IHM)

Shiffman Foundation

UAW

UAW local 600

TRAILBLAZER

Islamic Organization of North America

Jewish Voices for Peace – Detroit 

Joann Castle

St. John’s Episcopal Church

Swords into Plowshares Peace Center

Janis and Richard Peacock

A HEARTFELT THANKS 
TO ALL THOSE WHO SUPPORT MCHR’S WORK

Julie Hurwitz and Rashida Tlaib 



Congratulations to the Michigan Coalition for Human 
Rights on their 40th Anniversary. I wish I could be there 
in person to celebrate your inspiring legacy.
 
40 years ago, Episcopal Bishop Coleman McGehee, 
Rabbi Richard Hertz and I met to launch an interfaith 
organization that would deal with pressing social justice 
issues. We wanted to create a platform for discussion 
and action on the topics - economic and social justice, 
racism, militarism, and human rights. These topics are 
still on the MCHR’s agenda, but thanks to dedicated and 
informed leadership and members like each of you, I 
think we are more aware and even more committed 
to building a future where the dignity of every person 
is respected, where institutional structures benefit all, 
where the environment is cherished and cared for, and 
where the United States is a respected  member of the 
global community.
 

I give a warm and hearty, “Thank you” to each member 
of the Michigan Coalition for Human Rights. Celebrate 
your achievements and your 40th anniversary with 
joy and renew your determination to continue to 
build a world of peace and justice through education, 
cooperation and nonviolence.
 
Bishop Tom Gumbleton

By Bishop Thomas Gumbleton

Bishop Thomas Gumbleton

40 Years… 
A Written Tribute



Michigan Coalition 
for Human Rights

9200 Gratiot, Detroit Ml 48213 ■ 313-579-9071 ■ www.mchr.org ■ support@mchr.org
Michigan Coalition for Human Rights is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Gifts are tax-deductible as allowed by law.

Interested in applying? Applications due by January 31, 2021
Visit www.mchr.org or find us on Facebook.

Support the trip by becoming a Donor. It will cost $1,500 per student and we are  
committed to making it affordable for all students who want to participate.

Questions? Contact Chantelle Yancy at MCHRFreedomTour@gmail.com or 313-579-9071

Michigan Coalition for Human Rights (MCHR) promotes awareness of, commitment to and advocacy for human rights and the environ-
mental rights of planet Earth through education, community organization and action. MCHR opposes forces that suppress human dignity, 

and justice — locally and around the world. 

Walk the history of the civil rights movement,
Explore the topics of climate justice and indigenous 
sovereignty and build community with high school 
students in metropolitan Detroit.

KENTUCKY, GEORGIA, ALABAMA,  
MISSISSIPPI, TENNESSEE 

We will be taking high school students from metro-
Detroit to Berea College in Kentucky, the King’s 
Center in Atlanta, GA, the Birmingham Civil Rights 
Institute, the Southern Poverty Law Center in 
Alabama, the Viola Liuzzo Commemorative Site, 
Choctaw reservation in Mississippi… and more. 

Announces Its

JULY 16TH - JULY 28TH 2021

2021 FREEDOM TOUR

http://www.mchr.org
http://MCHRFreedomTour@gmail.com


STAFF EXCELLENCE 
RECOGNITION

MARGE SEARS
Former MCHR Program Coordinator

Marge Sears was born and raised in Detroit. Marge holds a Bachelor of Science degree in 
secondary education and a Master’s degree from UDM in religious studies. Marge has worked 
as a high school teacher and teacher in an adolescent substance abuse center, Campus Minister 
and Director of Center for Faith and Action for adults at UD High. Additionally, Marge is a wife, 
mother of 3 and grandmother of 7 incredible grandchildren who are the joy of her life. Marge 
served as the Executive Program Coordinator for MCHR for close to 20 years and officially 
retired in May 2020 from her role. Marge’s interest in social justice has focused mainly on civil 
rights and racism/white privilege as well as anti-war work. She is a member of Gesu Parish and 
their Peace and Justice Team, which is one of the most active in the Detroit diocese. Marge loves 
travel, gardening, cooking, photography and folk music, which bring balance to her life. She has 
also authored a women’s ritual book.



MCHR
FREEDOM TOUR

Since 1989, the Michigan Coalition for Human Rights has taken hundreds of young leaders 

on Freedom Tours to educate them about the history of freedom struggles in this country; 

oftentimes under the guidance of those who participate firsthand in those struggles. Mrs. 

Rosa Parks joined MCHR youth and mentors on one of the early tours. Mostly recently 

MCHR took two tours of young people down South in 2013 and 2016; with local tours is 

2018 and 2019.



RECENT YEARS

2019
This year in 2019, MCHR will hold a two-day 
intergenerational Freedom Tour of local civil rights 
sights in the Detroit metropolitan area on July 12 and 
13th in collaboration with St John’s Episcopal Church 
in Royal Oak. Adults and high school will be selected 
from diverse backgrounds (race, religion, national and 
gender identities). The goal is to educate participants 
about the Detroit area’s relevance in the civil and 
human rights movement.  

Details are still pending for this bus tour but it may 
include these Eastside and Westside locations: 
Black Bottom, Boggs House, Grosse Pointe wall, 
Birwood Wall, Algiers Motel, Black Food Security 
Network (Rouge Park Garden), Viola Luizzo Park, and 
Brightmoor.  Final arrangements, applications and 
cost will be available at the dinner.  MCHR will gladly 
accept donations to cover the cost of the young people 
attending.

2020-2021
The initial trip down south for 2020 was halted due 
to the pandemic but the Freedom Tour programming 
continued virtually through a Virtual Youth Engagement 
Series (VYES) during the Summer of 2020. The current 
Freedom Tour Committee and Cohort participated 
in interactive and educational programming geared 
towards local and broader (recent and historical) events 
and issues. Virtual programming will continue through 
VYES for the duration of 2020, with the plan to have in 
person programming and tours in 2021. MCHR will be 
doing a Freedom Tour down south in July 2021 where 
we will take about 30 youth to civil rights sights as well 
as hear the stories firsthand from civil rights activists. 
The 2021 MCHR Freedom Tour will focus on the themes 
of climate justice, voter’s suppression, and indigenous 
sovereignty. Our focus will also center on the civil 
rights movement and nonviolence, and bringing the 
lessons we learn, back to our communities. We will 
be taking high school students from metro-Detroit 
to Berea College in Kentucky, the King’s Center in 
Atlanta, GA, the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, the 
Southern Poverty Law Center in Alabama, the Viola 
Liuzzo Commemorative Site, Choctaw reservation in 
Mississippi… and more. We are requesting your help 

in suggesting participants (as there is still room for 
others to join the existing cohort)and raising funds 
to cover the transportation, accommodations, food 
and educational programming that these young 
people will experience. The Freedom Tour provides 
the students, an opportunity to walk in the footsteps 
of the civil rights movement, to learn the history, to 
study and embody nonviolence, explore the topics 
of climate justice and indigenous sovereignty in 
greater depths, and to build community and engage 
the learning back here in Michigan. Please visit our 
website to learn how you can invest in our youth in 
order to give them the tools and support they need 
to do lifelong justice work. Even amid a pandemic, 
the momentum to educate, empower, and inspire 
youth will not be lost. 



YOUTH ACTIVIST
AWARD

Michelle Martinez 
& Shimekia Nichols



Michelle Martinez is a Latinx-Mestiza environmental justice 
activist, writer, and mother born in, living and working in  
SW Detroit. Since 2006, she has worked in local communities 
of color to build power to halt climate change, and the 
detrimental effects of pollution in post-industrial Detroit. 
Working across issues of race, gender, and nationality, she 
has built and led coalitions using art / media, land-based 
programming, popular education, voter engagement, and 
corporate accountability tactics to shape policy solutions 
against environmental racism.

Currently, she is the Executive Director of Third Horizon 
Consulting, which strives to empower people to make 
collective decisions strategically for more sustainable and 
equitable social change. She has a MS from the University 
of Michigan School of Nature Resources and Environment 
[2008], and BA in English Literature, also from UM [2003]. 
In 2017, completed a fellowship with Detroit Equity Action 
Lab [DEAL] at Wayne State University Law School’s Damon 
J. Keith Center for Civil Rights and her Certificate in Diversity 
Leadership from Michigan State University Julian Samora 
Research Institute. In her everyday life she cares for her 
home, and family, as a gardener, mother, and artist.

Shimekia Nichols has over twelve years of professional 
experience at Timbuktu Academy of Science and Technology 
and Aisha Shule/ Dubois Prep Academy; two of Detroit’s most 
noted Michigan Public School Academies. At these academies, 
she worked in a variety of positions and capacities. 

Within the community, she sits on various community 
improvement committees, and actively participates in town 
halls and community forums. During her earlier professional 
tenure, Shimekia became an entrepreneur; launching her  
first business venture; a virtual assistant start-up, known as 
Cre@tive Clerical Solutions.

She is a public speaker, activist and multifaceted communal 
ally. Her collaborative works include the following 
organizations: Children’s Defense Fund- Freedom Schools, 
Sankofa Leadership Society, The New Community; Detroit 
Supports Women In Entrepreneurship (DSWIE); Feed Da 
Streetz; Ryder Technologies; Detroit Black Food Security 
Network (DTown Farm); We the People of Detroit; Advocates 
for Baxter (Baxter Beats Bullies), Sierra Club, Field Street 
Collective; most recently as a member and education 
committee leader of New Era Detroit.

Shimekia is a strong advocate for families, youth and equal 
education rights in the city of Detroit and has recently 
began organizing a homeschool cooperative, HHSC-Detroit 
or Harambee Home School Co-Op, led by parents of early 
learners with like minds and lifestyles, such as herself. 

Shimekia currently serves as the Communications Coordinator 
for Soulardarity where she diligently works toward energy 
emancipation for Metro Detroit DTE customers; an effort to 
help build a movement with energy democracy advocates, 
and form an energy literate community.

Michelle Martinez Shimekia Nichols
Michigan Environmental Justice Coalition Coordinator Full time activist, mother, life-long learner, experienced 

facilitator, writer, entrepreneur and SCAO (State Court 
Admin Office) certified Mediator since 2008 by Oakland 
Mediation Center. 



ORGANIZATIONAL  
ACTIVIST AWARD

UAW & 
Aramark Workers 



To United Auto Workers-General Motors and United 
Auto Workers-Aramark for their courageous 40-day 
strike during Fall 2019, the longest auto industry strike 
in four decades. The steadfastness of the of the strikers 
inspired support from Ford and Chrysler workers and 
sparked a reform movement within the UAW ranks 
committed to building a stronger grassroots labor 
movement.

The results of this strike resulted in continuous 
and consistent health care benefits for employees, 
improved wages for new hires and affording temporary 
employees the avenue for full time job opportunities.

The UAW got its start in 1935 when 200 hundred United 
States delegates voted on its formation. With over 90 
years of auto strikes led by the members, the UAW 
continues to advocate for workers rights and benefits 
demonstrated through walkouts, sit-ins, and protests; 
having made notable successes, as a result throughout 
the years.  

UAW



LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT  

ACTIVIST AWARD

Gloria Rivera, IHM 



Gloria Rivera was born and raised in Mexico City. 
From early on, she had a deep love for nature and the 
outdoors, nurtured by her eighth-grade biology teacher 
who fostered in her a sense of wonder and appreciation 
for the intricacies of natural systems.

As a result of this educational passion, she journeyed to 
the U.S. to attend college, where she majored in biology 
and language arts. 

As a member of the religious community, the Sisters 
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM), Gloria, 
draws inspiration from their commitment to justice. 
Her love for the environment has grown, alongside her 
attraction and commitment to social justice and human 
rights issues.

Since 1994, Gloria has been involved in a variety of 
ministries: team member of Groundwork for a Just 
World, focusing on education and action of social 
issues; Director of Projecto Ayuda, serving seniors; 
Executive Director of Freedom House, serving asylum 
seekers; staff for Michigan Coalition for Human Rights 
and since 2009, full time coordinator for Great Lakes 
Bioneeers Detroit (GLBD).

In 2000 the IHM community committed its material  
and human resources to build a sustainable 
community. When Gloria attended a Bioneers 
conference in 1998, the conference provided insights 
and a framework leading to a deep and ongoing 
personal transformation within her. In 2005, Gloria, 
with the help of Paula Cathcart, IHM and other 
adventurous Detroiters, decided to start the Great 
Lakes Bioneers Detroit conference.

Gloria shares, “For me, Bioneers is not only a 
conference and a movement on behalf of our planet, 
but also a way of life that invites us to ongoing 
transformation of consciousness and action on  
behalf of justice and sustainability. I find delight, 
challenge, meaning and inspiration in doing this  
work and support from other Bioneers who often 
enrich and amaze me. My work as GLBD coordinator  
is to support and encourage efforts to create 
sustainable communities in Detroit.” 

Gloria is currently exploring biomimicry through 
Bioneers and has taken time to learn more. She 
excitedly shares with others what she is learning, 
particularly the possibilities for social innovation.

Gloria Rivera, IHM
Servant Leader, Social Justice Advocate,  
Protector of the Environment, Lifetime Activist



KEYNOTE
SPEAKER
CALL TO 
ACTION

Reverend 
Doctor Liz Theoharis 

Poor People’s Campaign  
and Kairos Center



The Reverend Dr. Liz Theoharis is Co-Chair of the 
Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral 
Revival with the Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II that 
organized the largest coordinated wave of nonviolent 
civil disobedience in 21st Century America and has 
since emerged as one of the nation’s leading social 
movement forces. She is also the Director of the Kairos 
Center for Religions, Rights, and Social Justice at Union 
Theological Seminary.

Liz received her BA in Urban Studies from the University 
of Pennsylvania; her M.Div. from Union Theological 
Seminary in 2004 where she was the first William 
Sloane Coffin Scholar; and her PhD from Union in 
New Testament and Christian Origins. She has been 
published in the NY Times, Time Magazine, CNN, The 
Guardian, Sojourners, The Nation, and others. In 2018, 
she gave the “Building a Moral Movement” TEDtalk 
at TEDWomen. She was named the Women of Spirit 
recipient from the Presbyterian Church (USA), Selma 
“Bridge” Award recipient in 2018, one of the Politico 
50 of “thinkers, doers and visionaries whose ideas are 
driving politics”, one of 11 Women Shaping the Church 
by Sojourners, and one of 15 faith leaders to watch by 
the Center for American Progress in 2020. 

Liz is the author of Always with Us?: What Jesus Really 
Said about the Poor (Eerdmans, 2017). She is co-
author of Revive Us Again: Vision and Action in Moral 
Organizing (Beacon, 2018). Liz is an ordained minister 
in the Presbyterian Church (USA) and teaches at Union 
Theological Seminary in New York City.

Reverend 
Dr. Liz Theoharis





JULY 16TH - JULY 28TH 2021

VISIT MCHR.ORG FOR DETAILS.

2021 FREEDOM TOUR

ANNOUNCING ITS

on 40 Years of Advocacy  
for Peace and Justice!

 - Phoenix One LLC

Congratulations





 
 

 
 
33 EAST ADAMS AVENUE,  DETROIT  48226 
PHONE:  313.963.7575   
 
WWW.SWORDSINTOPLOWSHARES313@GMAIL.COM 
  
WWW.SWORDSINTOPLOWSHARESDETROIT.ORG 
 
 

Dunleavy Wealth Management

E-mail - bdunleavy@dunleavywealth.com
Website: dunleavywealth.com

Brendan G Dunleavy, CPA
Executive Director

28411 Northwestern Hwy.
Suite 1300
Southfield, MI 48034

Direct: 248-663-4778
Fax: 248-827-7378









   
 

 
 

Congratulates MCHR 
 

For advocating for human rights 
locally and globally 

 
“And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.” Micah:8 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Gesu Peace and Justice and
Gesu Church Detroit

HUNGER
IS NOT AN ISSUE
OF CHARITY.
IT IS AN ISSUE OF

JUSTICE
Jacques Diouf

Thank you to Michigan Coalition for Human Rights 
for your continuing assistance and ongoing mission. 
Together, we will make a better world.
 — Sundays in Cass Park Support Group



117 West 4th Street, Suite 200 • Royal Oak, MI 48067 • 248-398-9800 • pittlawpc.com

Getting Justice is our Strength.

We congratulate tonight’s honorees:

Lifetime Activist Award - Gloria Riviera
Organizational Activist Award - UAW Workers
Youth Activist - Michelle Martinez and Shimekia Nichols 



SONG LYRICS

 Lift ev’ry voice and sing

Lift ev’ry voice and sing,
Till earth and heaven ring.
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise,
High as the list’ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chast’ning rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet,
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who has by Thy might,
Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee,
Shadowed beneath thy hand,
May we forever stand,
True to our God,
True to our native land.    

James Weldon Johnson


