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June 18, 2020  

 

Members, Supporters and Friends, 
 
The Michigan Coalition for Human Rights (MCHR) promotes awareness of, commitment to, 
and advocacy for human rights and the environmental rights of planet Earth, through 
education, community organization, and action. MCHR opposes forces that suppress 
human dignity, freedom, and justice locally and around the world. 
 
The roots of this mission have been manifested through activism and advocacy since 1980 
and has not lost its fervor. MCHR began this fiscal year in September-December with 
programming and supportive sponsorships centered around the following: 
 
▪  50 Years Since Stonewall, LGBTQ Rights from Pride to Movement 
▪  Standing Up for Immigrants and Refugees: A Community Response Program 
▪  A Clean Green and Just Economy: Its Showtime Event 
▪  MCHR Founders’ Day … A talk led by Professor Fran Shor on “The Long Life of White      
     Supremacist Terror in the United States” where we also presented Board Member     
     Dorothy Dewberry Aldridge with the Bishop Coleman McGehee, Jr., Champion of Justice   
     Award 
▪  At the start of 2020 in February, MCHR, Gesu Church and UDM partnered to present a  
     talk by Kathy Kelley — Co-Coordinator of Voices for Creative Non-Violence on the topic   
     of “Non-Violent Resistance to Forever Wars”  
 
While these great initiatives were underway, the organization also doubled its  part-time 
staff which allowed for signature programming such as the Freedom Tour and Annual 
Dinner to get detailed attention, while also allowing daily organizational commitments, 
tasks and continued programming, fundraising and efforts from the Board, Advisory Board 
and Membership to  keep its pace, consistency and successful outcomes rates.  
 
Due to the rising of a global pandemic, known as COVID 19, all programming and events for 
MCHR were postponed beginning in March of this year. Despite this, the organization has 
remained financially sound and healthy and the Board and Staff [and committees] have 
switched to virtual platforms to conduct the affairs of the organization. Our membership 
and donor giving has continued to grow and we are thankful for the support of our 
members, sponsors, and donors who all aid in the continued success of MCHR.  The 
momentum to advocate for the betterment of all people, our human rights and our human 
dignity has not been halted by COVID 19. In the wake of current racial and systemic 
injustices plaguing our nation, MCHR has released timely statements; where our stance is 
made clear… Injustice of any kind is a disease and MCHR stands in solidarity with those who 
need advocates and action, not adversity or adversaries. We have remained vigilant also to 
support causes which raise educational awareness and induce positive recourse as it 
pertains to the water crises for Detroit residents and to bring attention to environmental 

setbacks and needs for remedy. Our work does not stop here with these mentions, MCHR remains actively involved in 
other social justice and human rights initiatives, working, and seeking positive change and remaining true to the MCHR 
mission. 
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In May of 2020, our long time Program Coordinator, Marge Sears, retired from a role that she took on with dedication, 
vigor, passion, and consistency for almost 20 years. Marge, we appreciate you and we love you and most importantly we 
are thankful and grateful for all that you have poured into MCHR and what will come. You have been monumental to the 
successes of the organization and we thank you. I personally, would like to offer my gratitude for the kindness you have 
shown me upon my start and during this transition period. Again, thank you wholeheartedly for all that you do!  
 
As this fiscal year closes out, we remain optimistic as an organization. Our 2021 fiscal year plans are already in motion: 
 
Our 40th Annual Fundraising Dinner is scheduled to now take place in the Fall on Sunday, October 4th with Rev. Liz 
Theoharis (Co-Chair of the Poor People’s Campaign) as our Guest Speaker. 
 
 Alongside this, the Freedom Tour committee has been working tirelessly to plan out programming and tour activity for 
the 2021 Freedom Tour of the South. The committee recently launched their Summer 2020 Virtual Youth Engagement 
Series, which began this month. This series will continue virtually throughout the summer into the Fall. Face to face 
interactions will bring about programming via local tours and fundraising events in preparation for the June 2021 Freedom 
Tour. More information regarding these two signature events and additional MCHR Programming will soon follow and we 
ask that you consider supporting us by way of donations and participation in the Freedom Tour efforts. MCHR is also 
working to grow our presence through social media and virtual platforms so that we reach more, educate more, involve 
more, engage more, collaborate more, and make our presence even greater. 
 
To all those who are joining us for the first time at this meeting, we encourage you to join us in our efforts to produce a 
more humanly just and environmentally sound world. We need your support and partnership…this reach is to our youth 
as well. Please visit our website at www.mchr.org for more information surrounding membership and participation and 
find us on Facebook. You may even contact our offices directly by email at support@mchr.org; additional contact 
information can be found on the meeting flyer circulated. To those of us who are already involved with MCHR, extend 
membership invitations to others to get involved. We are all spokes on the wheel of justice. I urge you to play your part.  
 
 
 

  In Solidarity, 
 

       Chantelle S. Yancy 
          Chantelle S. Yancy 

                                      Program Director 


